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NEXT MEETING: 
SATURDAY May 15 @ 1:00 PM 

program @ 2:00 PM:  
Rick Borstein - "The Road to Master Breeder" 

 
In this issue 

Observations of Tilapia snyderae 
Copadichromis azureus 

The Topical Tank 
AND MUCH MORE! 



 
 
Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten 
issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of 
Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our 
exchange editor listed below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are 
those of the authors, and do not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish 
Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603.  Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door 
prizes, a mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The 
philosophy of the club is such that our activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced 
hobbyist alike. An effort is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with 
the executive board meeting being held monthly as needed on a separate date and time. 
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Fellow Members, 

I can’t believe it is already May.  We have learned about Livebearers in Mexico, Sunfish, Aquascaping and the 
fish from “down-under”. And this is only the beginning. We have programs planned on breeding cichlids, 
collecting in Florida, Apistogrammas, and oddball scavengers as well as a roadtrip to New Jersey and our 
picnic.  

We have come a long way in only four months and we have a long way to go. I am very thankful for all the 
patience that our members have shown as we go through some growing pains and, a special thanks to those who 
have stepped up and volunteered their time to help. The club is beginning to get noticed by hobbyists around the 
area and, it is very rewarding to see that when we visit other clubs for their meetings, conventions and auctions.  
However, we can’t rest on our laurels yet.  

Our recent move to join the Northeast Council is going to open us up to a large group of hobbyists in other 
clubs that will make being a member of the ACLC even more enjoyable and educational for all. I want to 
encourage all members to volunteer to assist in the operation of your club. We can sure use your help and your 
ideas. The more we grow, the more important that will become. Every member of the board of directors can use 
some assistance and the more members that get involved, the more we can do and, the more great ideas come to 
fruition.  

I also want to suggest that all of you try to attend at least one function of another Aquarium Club. Check on the 
forum to find out who is going to a meeting, auction, convention or show and see if there is room to tag along. It 
is a great experience! I personally know how rewarding and satisfying it is to be a part of a great group of 
people whom I consider to be the best in the hobby, and how proud I am to consider all the hobbyists I have met 
to be my friends. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “It is one of the blessings of old friends that you can afford 
to be stupid with them”. I sure am glad that I am blessed with some old friends! 

 

See you on the 15th! 

 

                 Kurt 
 

 















Today is Saturday and I siphoned about half 
of the fry out and put them into a 5 gallon 
tank. The others are still in with the parents 
and they don’t seem to miss the ones I 
siphoned out.  It is said that the males are 
very aggressive towards the females when 
there are fry around but  I haven’t noticed 
this. The fry are eating golden pearls from 
Ken’s Fish and live baby brine shrimp.  

The second pair that I moved to another 30 
gallon tank have spawned. This tank had a 

10” clay saucer laying flat on the bottom of 
the tank with some other clay pots. The 
female goes under this saucer to protect the 
eggs.  So it is clear to me that they like to 
spawn in secluded and tight surroundings 
under a flat surface.  

Tilapia snyderae have found a place on my 
list of all time favorite cichlids. I am not 
sure why they are not more popular in the 
hobby. The colors are intense and they are 
very easy to care for. 

 


Compiled by Suze Glesky 

 Over 26 million Americans have fish tanks. 
  Fish were on this earth 450 million years ago, long before dinosaurs. 

 There are between 25,000 and 33,000 species of fish. 
 Possibly 15,000 more species have not been identified---yet. 

 The largest confirmed fish is the whale shark, Rhincodon typus. It's length 
can reach 50 feet and weighs over 47,000 pounds. It can live up to 70 years.  

 The smallest fish, an Oarfish, Paedocypris progenetica, was discovered in 
Sumatra in 2006. It's length is 0.31 inches.  

 The first aquarium known to be made with glass, was in 1853. This was in 
Regent's Park in London. 

 95% of tropical fish deaths result from improper housing and nutrition. 
 Some fish see colors, while others see only light. 

 Fish do not have eyelids, but they can spin their eyeballs.  
 Fish are able to use their “lateral line,” to sense movement and vibrations in 

water. It's an organ that runs from the gills to their tail. This organ and it's 
function is currently being researched at a German University to improve 

future robotic movements. 
 A snail's eyes are at the base of its tentacles.  

 A snail's teeth are replaced as they wear down. 
 Snails also have a tongue called a radula. They have either lungs or 

gills. Some are even live bearers. 











 
BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

 

  

Copadichromis azureus is part of the Haplochromis 
complex of fish found in Lake Malawi. The males 
develop a bright blue color with a few black patches. 
A white edge appears on the top of the male’s dorsal 
fin as well. Females remain a silver color with black 
patches. Males can grow to 7.5 inches. Females only 
reach 5 inches. They are mildly aggressive which 
makes than an excellent choice for an African cichlid 
community tank.  

I purchased these fish from Old World Exotic Fish 
Farm in Florida. This is the first fry from any of the 
group I bought about a year or so ago. They spawned 
in a 20 gallon tank. I recently moved them to a large 
40 gallon tank, hoping they might spawn again. My 
tanks have a mixture of cichlid stones on the bottom, 
and sponge filters. I depend on a drip system to 
change 10 to 15% of their water twice a week.  

Once a month, I clean their stones and do a large 40 
to 50% water change. This is when spawning tends 
to occur. I have placed four inch long, PVC pipe of 
various diameters ranging from one inch to two 
inches, on top of the stones in these tanks.  My 

African cichlids use them both as a hiding place and 
a place to spawn. 

When I discover a mother is holding fry in her 
mouth, I move her to a smaller 15 gallon tank by 
herself to safely have her babies. Once the babies are 
born, I move the mother to an empty tank and start to 
feed her well. After three days, she normally is able 
to be returned to her original tank with her mate.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are fed a 
powdered food until they become large enough to eat 
regular food. When they have grown to one inch 
size, I consider them to be juveniles and they are 
moved to my larger 20 gallon tanks. When possible, 
they are mixed together with up to two other types of 
compatible African cichlid juveniles, so they learn to 
adapt to life with other fish in a community tank. As 
they continue to grow, they are moved to larger tanks 
and mixed with more compatible fish until they are 
sold. Juveniles are only sold locally until they reach 
two inch or larger size, when I consider them to be 
sub-adults. Sub-adults and adults are sold locally or 
are shipped.  

  

‘Net News 
As was mentioned at the last meeting, we have moved our website to a new server and so 
far, the performance has greatly improved. As time permits, some new features will make 
their appearance. Five members have posted photos in the Gallery. A special thanks to 
Chris Cornell, Tara Miller, Matt Shaffer, Michael Mull and Robert Putt for sharing 
those with the club. We are still adding new members on our website! There are now 
95 registered users of the ACLC Website and the forum has become the place for news 
about the ACLC! We have been adding events from all the surrounding clubs and the 
NewsFeeds have some great articles. I will also be posting past articles from 
Tank Tales as I get them from our editor. Our Facebook page now has 249 
Fans! Looking to get 100 members of the website and 300 fans on Facebook! 
Tell your friends to check us out and join the fun!  
 
 
 

Go to http://www.aclcpa.org today and register! 
 

http://www.aclcpa.org/�


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 17th 2010 
 
The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will be taking a Road Trip to New Jersey 
for our Annual Shop Hop.  The itinerary will be as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 

 
We will meet at That Fish Place (rear parking lot) 

 at 7:00 AM and will depart at 7:20 SHARP! 
Returning when we are finished! 

 
Bring a styro and plenty of money! 

Members and guests are welcome to join us! 

Shark Aquarium, Hillside, NJ 

The Pet Shanty, Scotch Plains, NJ 

Adam's Pet Safari, Chester, NJ 

Stopping for dinner at the Chester Diner 

Returning to Shop at That Fish Place before closing! 

 

NEW 
DATE 

 

http://www.sharkaquarium.com/index.cfm�
http://petshanty.com/�
http://adamspetsafari.com/index.html�
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