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WEMD \S DO GOODY

If you were at the January meeting you were aware that we took up a collection for the Hobbyists
Agua Lab Conservation Project (HALCP) in honor of Ivan Dibble, who passed away on Christmas. |
forwarded a check to Bob Cashin and received this email from Bob on January 27%:

Hi Kurt,

On behalf of HALCP, | want to thank you for the donation in Ivan's
memory. It was very nice of your club, Aquarium Club of Lancaster County,
to take up a collection ... at the January meeting. One of his principles was
that every penny was spent to benefit the fish. | am sure that those of us who
will carry on his legacy will adhere to that policy.

Bob Cashin

American Treasurer, HALCP

And on February 8" from Don Kenwood, UK Treasurer HALCP:

Hi Kurt

Thank you so much for the donation you have made, it is much
appreciated.

As Bob has said, all of the money contributed to the HALCP is used to
support conservation of livebearing fish in Mexico. It has been written into
the constitution that none of the funds will be used for travel or
accommodation. As Treasurer of the HALCP here, | am the only one of the
two man team left and in the reorganisation | will ensure that the original
principles are adhered to. Bob of course is our Treasurer in the US.

I am in the process of extracting information from Ivan’s computer records
of the latest intentions and involvements and will be issuing a statement
quite soon.

Best wishes

Don Kenwood

I am very proud of the generosity of our members and thank everyone who contributed to this
worthy cause.

Kurt















A Caribbean.

| 1n Connecticut!

by Kurt Johnston

Actually, this is a story about the 2010
Northeast Council (NEC) Convention
that was held February 26-28 in
Cromwell, CT. The NEC is an
organization that was established in
1956 to assist local aguarium societies in
publicizing their events and promote
the aquarium hobby in general. They
currently have 18 member clubs from
New Jersey north to New Hampshire.
This was their 35" Annual Convention
and the theme was Caribbean, which
was quite appropriate with the
“snowicane” that hit early Friday
morning. | have wanted to attend the
NEC since I moved to this part of the
country but it was always at a time that
made it difficult for me so, even a little
wind and snow wasn’t going to stop
me.

"Kingfish & Me"

Andrew Blumhagen was traveling with
me and we left my house in York at 7:15
AM. Andrew had already been on the
road for 2 hours by that time and on a
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good day it takes about 5 hours to get to
Cromwell. This was not the best day!
The roads were clear but the skies were
white. We were very lucky and only
saw 2 accidents but, with the weather
we took our time and got to the hotel
about 2:30. We did see the sun for about
10 minutes as we were passing by
Newark which I have been told doesn’t
even occur in the summer. We missed
the first program by Ingo Seidel but, I
got to talk to Ingo privately later that
weekend so, | wasn’t too upset. The
convention was being held at the
Crowne Plaza and | have to give credit
to the staff at the hotel for being
extremely helpful and accommodating
throughout the weekend. We were
greeted upon registration by Dave and
Janine  Banks. Janine was the
Convention Chair and | have to say that



she did a fabulous job. The whole
convention was very organized and a
lot of fun. After registering, we went to
the vendor’s room to be greeted heartily
by none other than the *“Kingfish”
himself, Ray Lucas. Ray is always a
great source of information and has
been an inspiration to me for several
years. The vendor room had all types of
aquatic goodies from fish to supplies to
books and even some great artwork. It
was also the main area for people to
congregate between speakers. | was
able to do a lot of networking and tell
everybody about all the great things the
ACLC is doing.

That evening | was able to attend a
meeting of the Aquatic Gardeners
Association with a presentation by
Karen Randall. Karen was very
informative and helpful to everyone
that asked questions. After dinner,
which was really delicious, | ran into
our January speaker, Rit Forcier and
found out that they were having a
meeting of the Northeast Livebearers
Association with a presentation by Dr.
Ted Coletti. Ted is extremely
knowledgeable on Livebearers and is
extremely entertaining. He even makes
the “little grey ditch fish”” seem colorful.
Next was a presentation by Chuck
Rambo on “The History of Keeping
Aquatic Organisms as Pets”. The
photos and information that Chuck
showed us was absolutely amazing. He
had a picture of a fancy goldfish bowl
and stand that recently sold for $84,000!
That was the end of Friday and since the

breakfast buffet was at 8:30 Saturday
morning, | decided to
skip the Hospitality
Room.

Saturday morning’s
breakfast buffet was
accompanied by a
presentation by
Holly Lohuis who is
a member of the
expedition team of
the Ocean Futures
Society and spends
many hours diving
with Jean-Michel
Cousteau. The video

clips she showed and, the information
she presented made this breakfast the
highlight of the entire convention.
Check your local PBS channel for the
series “Jean-Michel Cousteau Ocean
Adventures”, they have some amazing
videos. | then listened to the
presentation on  “Aquatic  Plant
Propagation by Tissue Culture” by Dr.
Michael Kane of the University of
Florida. | never realized how easy and
inexpensive it was to grow aquatic
plants in this manner and came away
with 2 really cool plants that are
growing in medium. | can’t wait to see
how they do. After lunch | decided to
sit in and listen to our April speaker,
Tony Orso talk about “Asian Fishes”.
Tony is very informative and knows
how to captivate an audience. 1 am
extremely excited about his presentation
at our club in April.

$84,000 Bowl



After Tony’s presentation we got a
special surprise invitation to go and
visit the fishroom of our January
speaker Rit Forcier. He only lives about
twenty minutes from Cromwell so Eric
Bodrock, Regina Spotti, Tony Terceira,
Andrew and | got in the trailblazer and
went to Rit’s house. He had about 40
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of his collection of “compressed
celluloid”. | have talked to Lee many
times in the past and never realized that
he could turn a room of several hundred
hobbyists into a laughing sea of
humanity. | was fortunate enough to
have Lee sign a copy of his latest book
on Catfish, which will be showing up

Rit's Fishroom

tanks all squeezed into a small room
with some of the coolest livebearers |
have ever seen. He even had a nice little
breeding colony of Skiffia francesae!

We headed back to the hotel in time for
happy hour and the Caribbean Banquet.
The keynote speaker was Lee Finley
who went through some great pictures

soon in the auction or raffle at our club.
Since | didn’t go to the hospitality room
on Friday night, | decided that | would
go and visit with all my new and old
friends on Saturday night. | planned to
stay for an hour or so but, when | got
there | discovered that in addition to
being a knowledgeable aquarist, Ted



The Coletti Corner

Coletti is also an accomplished guitarist!
Before long, | was sipping on some
brews, sitting in the “Coletti Corner,
singing songs with Ted and Kevin Carr
from NJAS. Ted has a songbook full of
songs that have the words changed just
a little to be all about fish. By the time
we broke up at 2 a.m., everyone knew
the words to the “Water Change Blues”!

Sunday’s auction was huge! There had
to be at least 1000 items and the variety
was unbelievable. We couldn’t stay
long because | had to get back and go to
work Monday which was really
heartbreaking. 1 know that for 2011, |
will be going back to the NEC
convention and staying for the entire
auction. | highly recommend it to all of
you. There is something for everyone at
this convention and the people of the
NEC and the people of Connecticut are
some of the most helpful and
welcoming people | have ever met.
Keep an eye on the NEC Website for the
dates next year and mark it on your
calendar. If you can only go to one
convention a year, | would say “make it
the NEC™!

Don’t Miss out!

The ACLC is growing and our presence on the Internet has a lot to do with that growth.
Our membership has grown by more than 30% in the first 2 months of 2010 which, is
well above what we were hoping for. On our website there was a growth of 20% of
registered members, but only 18% more in club members registered. | am glad to see
more people registering but, we still only have about ¥2 our members using the site.
People are getting on and wanting to talk to members about the club. We need all of

you! Since the February meeting, we have had 50 more fans following
our Facebook page, almost 30% more traffic on our website and people
are even staying on the website longer by 6%. All of this means that

people are seeing us and spending more time finding out who the
Aquarium Club of Lancaster County is. Remember, the club is its

members. Let’s shoot for 100% membership registration on the

website. You don’t know what you are missing! Go to
http://www.aclcpa.org today and register!



http://www.aclcpa.org/�
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